Running Head: EPIC HERO IN GILGAMESH                                                                              1

EPIC HERO IN GILGAMESH                                                                                                       2

[bookmark: _GoBack]







Characteristics of the epic hero in Gilgamesh
Name
Institution


Characteristics of the epic hero in Gilgamesh
Gilgamesh is considered as an epic hero because of his unique physical features and personality. People think that he has supernatural powers that make him an exceptional human. The king of Uruk continually shows his strength and courage through winning and overcoming all challenges that come his way. Based on history, Gilgamesh’s culture is portrayed by his kingship in Uruk, which was considered as a real city. In religion perspective, Mesopotamian religion was polytheistic (Poe, 2015). Despite the number of gods and goddesses, Gilgamesh was considered the most powerful due to his power and unique abilities. 
Some of the values learned from epic Gilgamesh include death and human life. According to history, people cannot evade death. He realizes that no matter how powerful a person is, death is inevitable. Gilgamesh is not pleased with the fact that nobody else can live forever apart from the gods. When Enkidu advised him not to engage in a fight with Humbada, he participates in a conversation with his fellow king, where he declares that indeed, death is inevitable. In societal issues, the king seems to care about the welfare of the citizens. Compared with heroic today, in the epic of Gilgamesh, a hero is identified based on physical features while today’s heroism is based on wealth and power.
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